
Five file for 6  
council seats  

Interest in public service 
appears to be waning in 
the community as filings by 
candidates for city council, 
school board and conser-
vation district barely gener-
ated enough interest to fill 
available seats, much less 
give voters any options.  

In fact, Marion City 
Council’s non-partisan race 
for the Nov. 5 General 
Election is one short of a 
full ballot, meaning the new 
council in 2025 will need to 
pick a sixth member. Six 
seats will be up for elec-
tion, but just five filed, all 
are incumbents. Deadline 

 
See ELECT/page 4 

Hurricane Warning 
   Hurricane Youth Camp and 
Camp Meeting are just around the 
corner. The nightly tabernacle re-
vivals will be Monday, June 10 
through Sunday, June 16. The 
overnight Youth Camp is Monday 
through Saturday next week. 
Meals are served nightly at the 
dining hall beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
See more details in the Hurricane 
Camp Meeting display advertise-
ment inside this issue. 
 

HogRock soon  
   Motorists, bikers, buses and 
campers will soon roll through 
Crittenden County in droves head-
ing to the annual adult party 
across the Ohio River known as 
HogRock. The event is June 13-16. 
 

Sunday at the Opry 
    Local entertainers Cutter and 
Cash and The Kentucky Grass are 
back on stage at the Grand Ole 
Opry Sunday. The band will be 
part of a special Opry Sunday 
hosted by Brenda Lee. The group 
debuted at the Opry earlier this 
spring. Special chartered trans-
portation and tickets are available 
from Patriot Tours. The show 
starts at 4 p.m., June 9 and can be 
heard live on WSM radio or the 
station’s webcasting channel on-
line. 
 

Tune up for the fair 
   Start planning your Crittenden 
County Lions Club Fair activities 
now. Here is a schedule of the 
featured events for this summer’s 
county fair, Lions Club Car show 
July 20, Truck and Tractor Pull July 
27, Fair Pageants July 30, Enduro 
Racing Aug. 2 and Demolition 
Derby Aug. 3.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
meets in special session at 3:30 
p.m., Friday, June 7 at Crittenden 
County Office Complex. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, June 10. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, June 17 at city 
hall. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 18 at Rocket Arena. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, June 18 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, June 24 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

•Crittenden Fiscal Court meets 
at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, June 20 at 
the county office complex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., the Thursday, June 20 at its 
office on East Bellville Street.  

•Livingston Fiscal Court meets 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, June 25 at the 
county office complex in Smith-
land. 

 

24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM                           AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879 ONE DOLLAR

     The 

Crittenden Press
     The 

Crittenden Press

©2024, The Crittenden Press Inc. 
The contents of this newspaper, 

including stories and advertising, are protected by U.S. copyright laws.

    The 

Crittenden Press 
USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

10 PAGES / VOLUME 143 / NUMBER 23 

THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2024

No matter your generation or which platform you pre-
fer, The Press is there bringing you news and sports      

in a timely fashion. Join us online today!

US 60 Closed for Construction Next Week | Page 3 

Over 8K 
followers

Over 1K 
followers

500 + 
followers

Online 6K+ 
Daily Clicks

Over 1K 
Subscribers

You know 
who has 
been there? 

 
There is a common phrase 

used mostly in sports circles 
that is meant to remind us 
that high expections should 
be common 
valor. 

The adage is 
“Act like you 
have been there 
before.” 

It was born, I 
believe, from 
showboats danc-
ing in the end 
zone after scor-
ing a touchdown 
– like it was the first and last 
six points ever posted. 

The expression, “Act like 
you’ve been there” kept com-
ing to me in an entirely dif-
ferent context during the 
Memorial Day Weekend serv-
ice at Blackford Veterans Me-
morial. Featured speaker 
was local pastor and veteran 
David LeNeave. I’ve known 
him for quite some time, 
coached his grandson in little 
league baseball. About three 
years ago, I interviewed Le-
Neave for a fairly in depth ar-
ticle about his military 
career. He was quite deco-
rated, a paratrooper who 
earned a Bronze Star. 

What I saw and heard dur-
ing his emotional speech at 
Blackford was a bit more in-
timate and defined than 
what I had gotten from him 
during that interview in 
2021. At the Memorial Day 
Weekend event, LeNeave 
talked about being spat on 
by a young woman when he 
came back from Vietnam. He 
described causalities in his 
division and superiors who 
wept over those losses. He 
championed the value of lives 
lost and explained how it felt 
to finally get a hug from 
someone back in the States 
after an otherwise cold recep-
tion on the return home. 

I am sorry his words over 
Memorial Day fell on too few 
an ear. A slimmer than nor-
mal crowd of about 40 was 
there. What he said and how 
he told it was moving. It was 
clear to everyone who lis-
tened to LeNeave’s speech 
that he had “been there.”   

I am sorry he had to be 
there – in Vietnam that is. I 
am regretful that so many of 
us don’t value lives that were 
lost or scared by war. No one 
wants to fight. No one wants 
their children sent off to war. 
The world would certainly be 
a better place without it, but 
mankind has never been 
without strife and conflict. 

If only more ears would 
choose to hear, choose to 
tune in to stories like Le-
Neave’s, I believe we’d be less 
likely to raise our arms in 
conflict and more likely to 
appreciate those who have 
done so. Many of those sent 
to war have been shipped out 
under a conscription process 
– in other words, drafted. 
Perhaps compulsory atten-
dance for such Memorial Day 
programs would lessen the 
chance that we’d take for 
granted the brutal truth of 
war or its sacrifices. Truly, 
the biggest crowds to hear 
our local Veterans Day mes-
sages are students brought 
from class and with obliga-
tion to sit in Rocket Arena to 
hear from those who have 
been there and seen that. 

So today, here’s a new 
phrase you can coin based 
on what I heard at Blackford: 
“If You Know You Know 
When Someone Has Been 
There.” And, to be honest, it 
is more horrifying than al-
most anyone understands. 

 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

Bringing One Down, 
Propping One Up

TALE OF TWO CITY PROPERTIES

YOU MIGHT CALL IT 
COINCIDENTAL that 
in the same week an 
historic building was 
razed in Marion that 
The Press closes out 
its Spring Fix Up Se-
ries by focusing on 
an old Marion home 
that has been com-
pleted restored, 
brought back to life 
by local resident Pax-
ton Riley, his fiancé 
Carston Murphy and 
contractor Lisa 
Crossen. 
Read more below 
about Riley’s Elm 
Street investment 
and see more on 
demolition of the old 
school on page 10.

Remake 
on Elm 
Street 
 
BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

One couple’s passion for 
hunting and another’s 
preparations for a life have 
converged on Elm Street. 
The outcome is a neighbor-
hood upgrade and two 
happy twenty-somethings. 

With help from designer 
and contractor Lisa 
Crossen, Paxton Riley and 
his bride-to-be Carston 

Murphy took advantage of a 
reasonable selling price on 
a Marion home built in the 
1950’s Minimal Transitional 
style. Their updated version 
is both warm and charming. 

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning applauds recent 
remodeling projects like this 
one that she says are bring-
ing new life to city blocks. 

“It’s great that they are re-
vitalizing these homes and I 
would hope to see more 
property owners do the 
same,” the mayor said. 

Unfortunately, there are 
currently no local financial 
incentive programs avail-
able for renovators. There 
are no beautification or ren-
ovation grants available for 
private housing.  

Yet oftentimes, as in 
Riley’s case, the asking 
price can be low enough to 
justify substantial renova-
tion. In the end, Marion 

benefits from greater prop-
erty taxes and neighbor-
hoods receive facelifts. 

Upon purchasing their 
home 16 months ago, Riley 
and Murphy had doubts 
they could fit four major ap-
pliances into the tiny 
walled-in kitchen at the 
center of the home. 

With creative vision and 
heaps of faith in Crossen – 
who is both their friend and 
architectural consultant – 
the young couple embarked 
on a renovation that turned 
out better than either could 
have imagined. 

“We’re proud of it,” Riley 
said. “I’m glad we did it this 
way instead of building, be-
cause it makes it more 
meaningful and you take 
more pride in it when you 
do part of the work.”  

After work on nights and  
 

See HOME/page 8 

STAFF REPORT 
Local election leaders will 

soon be determining the fate 
of Shady Grove Fire Station as 
a polling place on election 
days.  

On July 12, Crittenden 
County Board of Election will 
consider a proposal to termi-
nate voting opportunities in 
the community on the eastern 
edge of the county. The most 
likely scenario is that anyone 
who has been voting in Shady 
Grove, will have to drive to 
Marion to cast a ballot or re-
quest a paper ballot. 

Crittenden County Clerk 
Daryl Tabor says connectivity 

issues and Americans with 
Disabilities Act laws have 
made it difficult to keep the 
polling place open. With new 
voting system technology, re-
liable internet is paramount 
to the Election Day process in 
order to provide secure ballot-
ing.  

Tabor said voter rolls and 
polling registration books are 
digital nowadays. So tracking 
when a voter casts his ballot 
at a particular polling station 
requires a continuous, strong 
internet signal. The clerk said 
service at Shady Grove is 

 
See SHADY/page 4 

Election officials to decide 
fate of Shady Grove voting
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Cooper 
Thomas Cecil Cooper, 

65, of Marion, died Mon-
day, May 27, 2024 at his 
home. He was born May 
16, 1959 to Max and 
Jimmye Nell Brown 
Cooper in Sturgis. He at-
tended Bethany Baptist 
Church. He was pre-
viously employed at 
Western Auto, was a 
former 911 head dis-
patcher of Union County, 
and was employed by Par 
4 Plastics. He enjoyed 
weather, genealogy and 
arguing against the flat 
earth theory. He was an 
avid UK and Chicago 
Cubs fan. He attended 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and was a 1977 
graduate of Union 
County High School.  

Surviving are a sister, 
Laura Wildey of Marion; 
a brother John (Lisa) 
Cooper of Marion; a 
daughter, Hannah 
Cooper of West End, 
N.C.; two nieces, Ashley 
(Mark) Farmer and 
Shelby Cooper, both of 
Marion; a great niece, 
Haisley Farmer of Mar-
ion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 

Graveside services 
were Monday, June 3 at 
David Rest Odd Fellow 
Cemetery in Boxville with 
Brother Jeff Paris offici-
ating.  

Williams 
Donna Sue Williams, 

79, of Carrsville, died 
Sunday, June 2, 2024 at 
Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services. 

She was 
born May 
23, 1945 to 
the late 
Noble and 
H e l e n 
( H u g h e s ) 
McDanie l 
in Marion.   
She graduated from Mar-
ion High School in 1963 
and soon married the 
love of her life, Harley 
Deon Williams, in July of 
that same year. Donna 
and Deon “Speedy’ Wil-
liams celebrated their 
60th wedding anniver-
sary just before Deon’s 
passing in August of 
2023. 

Williams retired from 
Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services after 
23 years as ward clerk.   
She loved to travel and 
read, but she most en-
joyed spending time with 

her family, especially her 
grandchildren. 

Surviving are two 
daughters, Debbie 
(David) Collins of West 
Paducah and DeAnna 
(Darrell) McDonald of 
Carrsville; a son, Darrin 
(Roseann) Williams of 
Smithland; seven grand-
children, Darrick Wil-
liams of Dawson Springs, 
Brandon Williams of 
Smithland, SueAnna Wil-
liams of Smithland, Sy 
Noble McDonald of 
Carrsville, Eli Harley 
McDonald of Carrsville, 
Dawson Collins of West 
Paducah, Baron Collins 
of West Paducah; a great-
granddaughter, Keyle 
Williams of Dawson 
Springs; two special 
cousins, Vickie Thurman 
of Elizabethtown, and 
Saundra Johnson of 
Louisville; and many 
other cousins and 
friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
and her parents. 

Services were Wednes-
day, June 5 in the chapel 
of Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation Serv-
ices, with Bro. David 
LeNeave and Bro. Darrell 
McDonald officiating.   
Burial was in Hopewell 
Cemetery. 

Phillips 
Don Hayden Phillips, 

95, of Burna, died Sat-
urday, June 1, 2024 at 
his home. 

He was born April 30, 
1929 in Burna. He was a 
Korean War veteran, a 
dedicated member of the 
Burna Fire Department 
and Dyer 
Hill Baptist 
C h u r c h . 
Don began 
d r i v i n g 
trucks for 
C h i p p s 
B r o t h e r s 
and retired 
after 31 years 
with McLean 
T r u c k i n g 
C o m p a n y . 
After retire-
ment he 
worked two 

years for Sumner County 
Sheriff’s Office in Galla-
tin, Tenn. He was a 74-
year member of Salem 
Masonic Lodge 81, a 72-
year member of American 
Legion Post 217, a 
member of Scottish Rite 
and Rispah Shrine of 
Madisonville. 

Surviving are several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Katie 
Phillips; his parents, Ver-
non and Thelma Warren 
Phillips; a sister, Vernelle 
Dunkerson; a brother, 
Joe Phillips; and Stacy 
Doom who was like a 
daughter to him. 

Services are at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, June 8 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with Bro. Randy 
Beals officiating. 

Masonic Rites will be 
conducted at noon. Bu-
rial will follow in Dyer Hill 
Cemetery. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until the funeral hour in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
American Legion Post 
217 or Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children. 

Dossett 
Sharon D. Dossett, 80, 

of Salem, died Wednes-
day, May 29, 2024 at 
Rivers Bend Retirement 
Center.   She was a 
member of Carrsville 
Pentecostal Church. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Malcolm L. "Mac" 
Dossett of Salem; two 
sons, Craig (Amanda) 
Dossett of Salem and 
Brad (Lisa) Dossett of 
Marion; four grandchil-
dren, Jacob Hill, Maria 
Dossett, Ragon (Mack) 
Fugate and Ethan Dos-
sett; two great-grandchil-
dren, Waylon and Jaxson 
Fugate; and a brother, 
Malcolm "Sonny" Berry. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Malcolm and Bonnie 
Berry. 

Services were Friday, 
May 31 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Carrsville Cemetery.   

Gillott 
Charlotte “Char” Stal-

lion Gillott, 75, of Lees-
burg, Fla., died 
Wednesday, May 22, 
2024, at her home in 
Plantation Resort, Lees-
burg, Fla. She was born 
on July 30, 1948, in Mar-
ion to Dallas “Dick” Stal-
lion and Naomi Stallion.  

Surviving are her 
former husband of 10 
years, Rich-
ard Gillott; 
a sister, 
Branda K. 
Stallion; a 
b r o t h e r , 
W i l l i a m 
“Bill” Grant 
( D i a n n e ) 
Stallion; two nieces, Kris-
tal and Sabrina; four 
great-nieces and one 
great-nephew. 

Gillott dedicated her 
career to education, serv-
ing as an elementary 
teacher and reading spe-
cialist. She obtained her 
undergraduate and 

Master’s degree from 
Murray State University. 
Her passion for teaching 
touched the lives of many 
students throughout her 
30-plus year career. 

Outside of work, Gillott 
found joy in reading and 
crafts. She was a 
member of First Baptist 
Church in Leesburg, 
where she found solace 
and community. Ccon-

tributions can be made 
to Paws Rescue and 
Therapy in Honor of her 
love for dogs. 

Services were Tuesday, 
June 4 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in Ma-
pleview Cemetery.   Bro. 
David LeNeave officiated. 

Charlotte will be dearly 
missed by her family, 
friends and all those who 
knew her. 

Deaths

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, June 6 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
• The final Prime Time Reading event is 3:30-5:30 
p.m., at Crittenden County Public Library. 
• Crittenden County Homemaker Cooking Club will 
meet at 1:30 p.m., at the Extension Annex.  
• Crittenden County Public Library Board meets at 5 
p.m., in the library meeting room. 
Friends Forever will meet Thursday June 13th at 5:30 
at the Annex. 
Friday, June 7 
• Laugh and Learn meets at 11 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Public Library. 
Tuesday, June 11 
• Hooks and Needles Club meets at 1 p.m., at the Crit-
tenden County Extension Annex. 
Wednesday, June 12  
• A Walk in the Park begins at 3 p.m., each Wednes-
day at Marion City-County Park. Meet in the top park 
Thursday, June 13  
• Virgil Jones VFW in Marion will meet at 6:30 p.m., at 
412 N. College St. Refreshments will be served after 
meeting. 
Tuesday, June 18 
• Health Literacy for the Win will begin at 5:30 p.m., in 
the Crittenden Community Hospital cafeteria. Learn to 
use healthcare information to make appropriate health 
decisions. Class counts as a Community Christmas 
credit. Call the Crittenden County Extension office to 
register at (270) 965-5236. 

LH cardilogy



Moth Study here 
 
Residents of Critten-

den, Livingston and other 
nearby counties may see 
a bright red box tacked to 
a tree along a roadside in 
their neighborhood. 
These are traps designed 
to help scientists survey 
spongy moths. 

USDA APHIS and 
USDA Forest Service 
funds have been allocated 
to define the moth’s range 
and its expansion, which 
is heading south and 
west. The moth was acci-
dentally introduced to 
America in 1869 in Mas-
sachusetts by an ama-
teur entomologist.  

Since then, it has 
spread across a great 
portion of the country, 
particularly the North-
east. Lymantria dispar, 

which is the scientific 
name of the moth, is an 
exotic invasive species 
from Europe. In early 
spring, the caterpillars 
feed on leaves of hard-
wood trees, especially 
oaks. During outbreaks, 
caterpillars can be a nui-
sance to the public and 
defoliate entire forests. 
This weakens trees and 
can kill them. 

State and Federal agen-
cies are collaborating on 
a national integrated pest 
management (IPM) pro-
gram called the Slow the 
Spread Program (STS) to 
understand and attempt 
to reduce the moth’s 
spread.
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All of the trees that stood in front of the high school and middle school on Crittenden County’s main campus 
are now gone. Work is underway to build a turn lane that will improve safety and traffic flow on the busy stretch 
of US 60 West (Gum Street) between the campus and Crittenden Community Hospital.

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   49.2            84.6           2.24
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MAY 2024

                                           2024            2023          2022         2021          2020          2019 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n May in Crittenden County was the wettest in at least 15 years 
with 8.5 inches of rainfall. Kentucky Mesonet did not have a 
weather station here prior to that. Records available indicate that 
2010 was the closest with 6.3 inches of rainfall. Typically, May 
provides around 3-5 inches of precipitation. The average temper-
ature was about normal for the month and so were other vari-
ables. The Mesonet Weather Station is located near Mattoon. 
These wet conditions certainly help Marion’s situation with regard 
to its water crisis. The city’s two reservoirs for raw water, Lake 
George and Old City Lake, are at capacity. However, due to is-
sues at Lake George, it is holding considerably less water than it 
did prior to the spring of 2022.
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Construction of a new 
turn lane in front of the 
high school and hospital 
will temporarily close 
U.S. 60 for a few days 
starting on Monday, 
June 10. 

The closure will be only 
a short stretch of high-
way, but will prevent 
through traffic and pre-
vent access into the main 
entrances of Crittenden 
Community Hospital and 
the school campus. Al-
ternative access to the 
hospital on Country Club 
Drive and the U.S. 60 en-
trance to Family Practice 
Clinic will remain open. 
Also, the school campus 
can be accessed from 
West Elm Street near the 
bus garage.  

U.S. 60 will be closed 
about 150 feet east of 
Country Club Drive to 
allow a large cross-drain 
to be replaced near the 
hospital entrance.  

The roadway at this 
site is expected to close 
at 6 a.m., Monday and 
remain closed for about 
three days. The roadway 
is expected to reopen to 
traffic at some point dur-

ing the day on Wednes-
day, June 12. 

A marked detour has 
already been established 
for passenger vehicles via 
KY 981/Old Salem Road 
and KY 91/West Bellville 
Street. Commercial 
trucks should seek an al-
ternate route. 

When the roadway re-
opens, the U.S. 60 turn 
lane work zone will re-
turn to one lane traffic 
with alternating flow con-
trolled by an automated 
signal with a 10-foot 
maximum load width re-
striction. The marked de-
tour will remain in place 
to help reduce traffic de-
lays in the work zone. 

The new center turn 
lane will serve two school 
entrances to the Critten-
den County Middle 
School and High School 
Complex and two en-
trances to Crittenden 
Community Hospital. 
The project includes ad-
ditional work along U.S. 
60 West of Marion to the 
KY 297 intersection near 
the 6 mile marker. 

Some additional clo-
sures of U.S. 60 may be 

required for various 
phases of the work 
through the summer. 

Jim Smith Contracting 
is the prime contractor 
on the nearly $1.9 mil-
lion project. The target 
completion date is Aug. 
10. 

Approximately 4,000 
vehicles travel U.S. 60 
through the project area 
in an average day. 

In 2021, Gov. Beshear 
announced an invest-
ment of $24.5 million to 
enhance highway safety 
near schools and protect 
families by funding more 
than 60 highway safety 
projects across 43 coun-
ties. The safety projects 
range from new turn 
lanes and crosswalks to 
improved pavement 
markings and signage. 
To date, 38 projects have 
been completed, with an-
other 13 under contract 
for construction. This 
work in Marion was one 
of the governor’s proj-
ects. It was delayed for a 
couple of years because a 
contractor could not ini-
tially be secured to do 
the work.

Construction will close US 60 
temporarily beginning Monday

Six months of fuel sales at the Rocket Spirit Pump at Ideal Market on Sturgis Road 
has netted $1,564 for Crittenden County High School athletics. Ideal began the pro-
motion last winter to donate one penny for every gallon that flows through the pump. 
Pictured are (from left) CCHS softball coach Chris Evans; Athletic Director Bryan 
Qualls, Ideal’s Pattie Hackney, Tony Lile; Ideal owner Barry Eveland and Superin-
tendent Tonya Driver. The program will continue. 

The-Press.com For News 24/7



YEARS AGO 
May 30, 1974 
n Jerry Cloyd completed a weld on a forklift for han-
dling large round bales of hay. The forklift and another 
large bale mover were part of the projects he had com-
pleted in vocational agriculture classes at Crittenden 
County High School. 
n The price of corn at harvest was a question widely 
discussed by corn growers, livestock feeders, and oth-
ers keeping a close eye on the agricultural scene. Corn 
prices had been fairly steady in the spring, and were 
predicted to continue steady through the mid-summer 
period. 
n What an act! Members of the Ecumenicals per-
formed for the 1974 Alumni Banquet at the Marion 
United Methodist Church. The three represented the 
Andrews sisters. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
June 3, 1999 
n Crittenden County junior Justin Hill qualified for the 
Class 2A State Track and Field Meet held at Shively 
Field on the campus of the University of Kentucky. Hill 
qualified in the shot put competition by finishing second 
with a throw of 45 feet-3 at the Class 2A First Region 
Meet at Paducah Tilghman’s McRight Stadium. 
n The cross bearing the name of Thomas W. Collins at 
the War memorial at Mapleview Cemetery in Marion 
represents the first of 46 young men from Crittenden 
County to be killed in World War II. Collins was killed at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec. 7, 1941, when the Japan-
ese attacked the Pacific naval base. 
n Sheila Highfil’s kindergarten class displayed their 
paper chain that reflected the success of the Acceler-
ated Reader program at Crittenden County Elementary 
School. The chain more than stretched around the 
classroom and each link represented a book read to or 
by the children. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
June 5, 2014 
n Crittenden County High School Class of 2014 vale-
dictorian Micah Hillamon took an opportunity for a 
selfie photograph along with several school administra-
tors during his commencement speech. The photo co-
incided with Hollamon's address to his 72 fellow 
graduates.  
n Helen Moore and David Newcom were two of three 
individuals recognized as the Class of 2014 Crittenden 
County Distinguished Alumni at a luncheon and during 
commencement.  
n Crittenden County High School Principal Rhonda 
Callaway left the school district to assume the position 
of director of secondary instruction and director of as-
sessment and accountability at Webster County 
Schools.  

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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 UK announces spring 
Dean’s List students 

A number of local students 
have been recognized by the 
University of Kentucky with the 
announcement of its Dean’s List. 

Students are eligible for the 
Dean's List by having a 3.6 or 
better semester GPA and 12 or 
more credit hours. 

Following are Dean’s List stu-
dents by county or area commu-
nity: 

Crittenden - Natalie R. Boone, 
Human Health Sciences; Shelby 
E. Brown, Finance; and Cortne L. 
Curnel, Agriculture-Individual-
ized Cure. 

Livingston – Ashley C. Adams, 
Kinesiology; Brenden F. Mitchell, 
Pre-Chemical Engineering; Isabel 
A. Sanchez, Communication Sci-
ences and Disorders; Mattelyn B. 
Thompson, Pre-Public Health; 
Morgan L. Barnes, Agriculture 
Economics; and Drake E. 
Huffine, Chemical Engineering 

Fredonia – MacKenzie L. Seib-
ert, History.  

Sturgis – Abriel M. Bennett, 
Public Health; Sydney T. Bickett, 
Pre-Chemical Engineering; and 
Jillian G. Hagedorn, Communica-
tion Sciences and Disorders. 

 

Morehead has area 
students on list 

Three area students have been 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Morehead State University. 

Ethan Newsom and Kailee 
Young, both of Fredonia and 
both of College of Science and 
Engineering, were named to the 
Dean’s List as was Sturgis resi-
dent Kayley Gill in the Smith 
College of Business & Technol-
ogy. 

To qualify for the Dean's List, 
students must have completed 
at least 12 undergraduate credit 
hours and earned at least a 3.5 
GPA for the current semester.  

 

McGahan, Maxfield, 
Locke, Boone benefit 
from local concert 

A gospel singing to benefit 
four families undergoing serious 
medical situations will be pre-
sented by Cutter & Cash and The 
Kentucky Grass June 22 at Fohs 
Hall. 

The show will feature per-
formances by local entertainers 
to raise money for Troy McGa-
han, Kevin Maxfield and Amanda 
Locke, all of whom are fighting 
cancer; and Lee Boone, who is 
hospitalized after a series of 
strokes, according to informa-
tion posted on the band’s social 
media. Donations accepted at 
the event will be divided among 
the four families. McGahan is a 
WMJL on-air radio personality 
and Maxfield is a member of the 
Marion Tourism and Recreation 
commission. Boone is a longtime 
auto body repair specialist and 
Locke works in the nursing field. 

The event begins at 7 p.m., 
and includes performances by 
Corey and Michelle Crider, David 
Conyer, The Davis Family, Linda 
Brown, Regina Merrick, Lacie 
Duncan and Anna Beth Black-
burn. Admission is free. 

 
Fentanyl pill seizures 
across Kentucky up 
by more than 5K% 
 
KY TODAY 

Gov. Andy Beshear says the 
continued work of Kentucky’s 
Counterdrug Program has 
helped save Kentuckians’ lives 
by seizing 265,170 fentanyl pills 
and 208.3 pounds of fentanyl 
during the 2023 federal fiscal 
year, which ran Oct. 1 to Sept. 
30, 2023. 

In Marion, there have been no 
fentanyl pills taken into evi-
dence. However, there have been 
some confirmed fentanyl-related 
deaths across the community. 

The governor said the number 
of fentanyl pills seized rose by 
more than 5,000%, plus over 
100 pounds more of fentanyl 
compared with the 2022 fiscal 
year. So far in the 2024 fiscal 
year, they have seized more than 
86,150 fentanyl pills and ap-
proximately 93 pounds of fen-
tanyl and aided in 64 arrests. 

According to the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA), 
fentanyl is being mixed with 
other illicit drugs to increase the 
potency of the drug, which is 
sold as powders and nasal 
sprays and is increasingly 
pressed into pills that are made 
to look like legitimate prescrip-
tion opioids. Officials estimate 1 
kilogram of fentanyl (approxi-
mately 2.2 pounds) has the po-
tential to kill 500,000 people. 

The group also supported the 
seizure of 822 pounds of 
methamphetamine and more 
than 310 pounds of cocaine, en-
abled 164 arrests and facilitated 
surrender of more than $2.3 
million in cash tied to illegal 
drug activity in 2023. 

Kentucky State Police Com-
missioner Phillip Burnett Jr., 
notes that according to the CDC, 
synthetic opioids, like fentanyl, 
are the primary driver of over-
dose deaths in the United States.  

 

Fredonia water rates 
may rise this summer 

Water, sewer and garbage col-
lection rates are likely to rise in 
July for Fredonia utility cus-
tomers. 

A proposed 4% increase was 
introducted during last month’s 
Fredonia City Council meeting. 
Final approval will be considered 
when the council meets in regu-
lar session on Monday, June 17. 

Eddyville, which supplies Fre-
donia with drinking water, will 
be exercising a routine increase 
in wholesale rates this summer, 
prompting Fredonia’s proposal 
to raise consumer prices. Ed-
dyville’s rate hike will be 3%. 
Fredonia will take an additional 
1% percent to meet rising ad-
ministrative costs.  

If approved, the new rate 
structure will make the minimum 
bill for residential customers in-

side the Fredonia city limits 
$79.93 for water, sewer and 
trash collection. Commercial 
customers inside the city would 
pay a minimum of $92.01. Cus-
tomers outside the city receive 
only drinking water with their 
service and those minimums 
would be $42.78 for residential 
and $55.84 for commercial. 

Also in Fredonia, city leaders 
are applying for a $200,000 
grant to install new lights at 
Buddy Rodgers Park, replace the 
barbecue pit and concession 
stand, build a T-Ball Field and 
make other improvements. 

 

Free lunch program 
runs through July 23 

Crittenden County School Dis-
trict’s free summer meals pro-
gram began this week and runs 
through July 23.  

There are five locations around 
the county where students, par-
ents or guardians can pick up 
meals every Tuesday during the 
program period. 

This locations are Crittenden 
County Elementary School at the 
back entrance 11 a.m., to 1 
p.m., Mattoon Fire Department 
11 to 11:15 a.m., Frances Fire 
Department 11 to 11:15 a.m., 
Shady Grove Fire Department 
noon to 12:15 p.m., and Tolu 
Fire Department noon until 
12:15 p.m.  

Each week, meal packages will 
include five breakfasts and five 
lunches.  

This program is available for 
anyone 18 and under. 

 

Hydro Aluminum adds 
31 jobs in Henderson 

Hydro Aluminum Metals USA, a 
producer of recycled aluminum 
products, will expand its manu-
facturing operation in Hender-
son with an $85 million 
investment creating 31 high-
wage Kentucky jobs. 

“Kentucky businesses are con-
stantly finding ways to grow, in-
novate and further establish the 
commonwealth as a destination 
that can support any industry,” 
said Gov. Andy Beshear. “Hydro 
Aluminum’s investment will fur-
ther support the ever growing 
and changing automotive mar-
ket, and I am thrilled to see this 
innovative technology make its 
way to Kentucky. I want to thank 
the company’s leadership for 
continuing to invest in the Hen-
derson community and look for-
ward to their ongoing success.” 

The investment will see Hydro 
Aluminum expand its current 
Henderson facility by 80,000 
square feet, bringing the total 
operational square footage to 
nearly 200,000. The additional 
room will allow the company to 
introduce HyForge technology to 
the Henderson plant, following 
in the footsteps of the success-
ful implementation of the Hy-
Forge casting technology at the 
company’s primary plant in Nor-
way and recycling plant in Ger-
many. 

The new HyForge casthouse at 
the Henderson facility is ex-
pected to become operational in 
2026.  

 

SHADY 
Continued from page 1 

spotty at best and that 
Verizon and AT&T serv-
ices have been tried. 

“Poll workers were hav-
ing to use their phones’ 
hot spot to try to make a 
connection in the last 
election,” he said. 

The fire station’s gravel 
parking lot is also short 
of meeting ADA compli-
ance, Tabor said. Yet, 
many other polling 
places have ADA short-
comings.  

Known as Precinct 7, 
Shady Grove is desig-
nated as polling place 
F101 by the statewide 
elections system. It is one 
of two voting venues for 
what is magisterial dis-
trict 6. Only 54 votes 
were cast at Shady Grove 
in the recent primary 
election. 

“We have to be able to 
ensure that we have a re-
liable connection all day 
during a presidential 
election,” Tabor said. 

If the termination is ap-
proved by county election 
board next month, Shady 

Grove would not host a 
polling place on Nov. 5 
for the General Election.  

The most logical plan, 
Tabor says is to bring 
those voters to town 
where they would cast 
ballots at the countywide 
voting center at Critten-
den County Office Com-
plex in Industrial Park 
South. 

Including the relatively 
new early-voting period, 
which is typically held 
the Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday prior to Elec-
tion Day; and Election 
Day itself, Tabor says 

there are four days to ac-
commodate ballot casting 
at the voting center. 

While he understands 
that it might be incon-
venient for some, the 
clerk believes it’s likely 
the best plan to ensure a 
reliable, secure election.  

Crittenden County 
Board of Election is made 
up of the clerk, Sheriff 
Evan Head, Republican 
representative Jared By-
ford and Democratic rep-
resentative Kathleen 
Guess. 

STAFF REPORT 
A 10-year-old Marion 

boy was in Vanderbilt 
Hospital Tuesday follow-
ing a bicycle crash involv-
ing a automobile on 
Monday on East Bellville 
Street near the Clark 
Street intersection. 

Police reports indicate 
that Sherry Belt, 51, of 
Marion was operating a 
car on East Bellville when 
the boy came out of a 
side street and hit the 
front fender of the vehi-
cle. The boy was ejected 

from his bike and onto 
the vehicle, breaking the 
car’s windshield. 

The child was taken by 
ambulance to Livingston 
Hospital and later trans-
fered via helicopter to 
Vanderbilt with head and 
other injuries. 

The crash happened 
during a brief rainstorm 
at about 6:30 p.m. 

The investigation re-
mains open, but no 
charges are pending 
against the driver of the 
automobile.

ELECT 
Continued from page 1 

to file for candidacy was Tuesday. 
Filed for re-election to Marion 

City Council are sitting council 
members Bobby Belt, Wanda 
Olson, Dwight Sherer, Taylor Davis 
and Randy Dunn. Only incumbent 
Mike Byford chose not to seek re-
election.  

Kentucky statutes provide for a 
means to fill the council if too few 
candidates run for office. Once the 
new council is seated in January, 

it will chose a sixth member. That 
member, like the others who will 
effectively be automatically elected 
in the fall, will serve a full two-year 
term because there is no opportu-
nity for a special election in 2025. 

Belt, Dunn, Olson and Davis are 
in their first terms on the council. 
Davis has served the shortest pe-
riod after winning a special elec-
tion last fall to fill an unexpired 
term on the council. Sherer has 
served on the city council for more 
than 20 years. 

Incumbents in three Crittenden 

County Board of Education dis-
tricts have filed to seek re-election 
without opposition. Chris Cook, 
Tim Grau and Bill Asbridge will ef-
fectively be reseated although their 
names will remain on the ballot in 
November. 

Three candidates are seeking 
three spots on the Conservation 
District Board of Supervisors. They 
are Larry Duvall, Tyler Guess and 
Karen Maddux. Their names; how-
ever, will not be on the ballot. Yet 
they will be seated on the board by 
default.

10-year-old hurt in bike crash
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Last Monday was Me-
morial Day. A day to 
remember those who 
served their country and 
paid with their lives. A 
day, also, to honor those 
families who suffered loss 
for the rest of us. It is im-
possible for me to visit a 
memorial cem-
etery and not 
be overcome 
with a myriad 
of emotions. It 
doesn’t matter 
where it is, or 
even what na-
tion is repre-
sented. All the 
emotions are 
there, some-
times it feels 
like at once. If 
one were to ask 
what I was feel-
ing my answer 
would likely be, 
“I don’t know.” 
If one is paying 
attention and 
has any sense 
of history, it is the best 
answer that can be giv-
en at the time. It takes 
a while to process it and 
put words to it.

Memorial Day is, for 
me, a day of internal con-
昀ict. It is when we see 
and hear the ideals of our 
nation (and other nations 
who do the same on this 
day). We speak powerful 

words of peace and honor 
in the middle of a world 
continually roiled in 
con昀ict and disgraceful 
treatment of other people.

I keep praying and 
hoping that the beautiful 
words expressed on Me-
morial Day by our polit-

ical, military, 
and religious 
leaders will one 
day be met with 
the will to fol-
low through. It 
is heartbreak-
ing to read 
the truthful 
words of Lyn-
don Johnson’s 
proclamation 
signed on May 
15, 1965, “Man 
possesses now 
the capacity to 
end war and 
preserve peace. 
We are able to 
eliminate pov-
erty and share 
abundance, to 

overcome disease and il-
literacy, and to bring to 
all our fellow citizens the 
ful昀llment of their dream 
of a better life. We have 
the means to achieve 
these victories; now we 
need only the will...Now, 
Therefore, I, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, President of the 
United States of Ameri-
ca, do hereby designate 

Memorial Day, Sunday, 
May 30, 1965, as a day 
of prayer for permanent 
peace, and I call upon the 
people of the Nation to 
pray for a lasting peace 
in which all mankind 
may reap the fruits of His 
blessing.”

This proclamation was 
delivered only weeks be-
fore the announcement 
of the largest (up to that 
time) deployment of U.S. 
troops to Vietnam. It is 
frightening how power-
fully, and quickly politi-
cal or national ideologies 
overcome “the will” to 
“end war and preserve 
peace.” 

A little less than half 
a century earlier, on 
May 30, 1919, President 
Woodrow Wilson stood 
at Suresnes Cemetery 
in France and honored 
those who, “crossed the 
seas to a foreign land to 
昀ght for a cause of hu-
manity which they did 
not pretend was particu-
larly their own but knew 
was the cause of humani-
ty and of mankind.” 

Near the end of his 
speech, he presumed to 
speak for those Amer-
icans who had died in 
France during the “war 
to end all wars.” He imag-
ined that, “...They would 
say, ‘Forget all the little 

circumstances of the day. 
Be ashamed of the jeal-
ousies that divide you. 
We command you in the 
name of those who, like 
ourselves, have died to 
bring the counsels of 
men together, and we re-
mind you what America 
said she was born for. 
She was born, she said, 
to show mankind the 
way to liberty. She was 
born to make this great 
gift a common gift. She 
was born to show men 
the way of experience by 
which they might realize 
this gift and maintain 
it, and we abjure you in 
the name of all the great 
traditions of America to 
make yourselves soldiers 
now once for all in this 
common cause, where 
we need wear no uniform 
except the uniform of the 
heart, clothing ourselves 
with the principles of 
right, and saying to me 
everywhere.’”

So far as I know, since 
the beginning of WWI, 
American troops have 
been deployed in combat 
zones. We have actively 
participated in war con-
tinually for well over a 
century. We still are pray-
ing for peace. We still are 
remembering our fallen 
soldiers. The speeches 
and proclamations con-

tinue. The 昀ags now often 
昀y at half-mast. 

May God grant us the 
courage to stop 昀ghting 
so much. May God help 
us to eventually stop 
昀ghting at all. We live in 
a world of plenty but so 
many do not realize it. We 
live in a world capable of 
peace. We are still looking 
for the will.

The quotations above 
were cited from “The 
American Presidency 
Project.” It is hosted by 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara. You will 
昀nd a rich resource of 
speeches, press confer-
ences, and proclamations 
from our Presidents and 
other important 昀gures in 
congress. (https://www.
presidency.ucsb.edu)

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Living in a world capable of peace

Trust God to help you to have a better life

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 

from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Religious Outreach

Question: My father is in 
prison. Without a husband 
in the home, my mother is 
raising 昀ve of us. Without a 
good education, she has a 
low paying job. My clothes 
are hand-me-downs. I have 
been in several different 
school systems. I struggle 
with self-esteem. I don’t see 
how things will ever be bet-
ter. Is there hope for me? 

Answer: I want you to 
know your story isn’t over! 
Really, it has only begun. 
The most important thing 
that determines how your 
life will turn out is the choic-

es you make. Here are 
three of the most important 
ones:

1. Learn to have an ex-
pectant and hopeful faith 
in God. That begins with in-
viting Jesus Chrlst into your 
life as your personal savior 
and Lord. Through a close 
relationship with God, you 

can trust Him to do what no 
one else can. “If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 
He who did not spare his 
own Son, but gave him up 
for us all—how will he not 
also, along with him, gra-
ciously give us all things” 
(Rom. 8:31,32)?

2. Get in a good church 

where God’s people can 
accept you, encourage 
you and love you. When I 
was growing up my church 
family meant everything to 
me.

3. Do your best in 
school. If you make good 
grades, you will have more 
choices to go into any area 
of work you would like upon 
graduation. If you get train-
ing in a needed trade or an 
education in a vital voca-
tion, you will be able to get 
a good-paying job.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Recalling the historic Hurricane Camp meeting days

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Time once again to re-
call those early days of 
the historic Hurricane 
Camp Meeting. Let’s lis-
ten closely with an ear 
tuned to the past and see 
if we can hear the old, 
beloved hymns that went 
ringing off into the sum-
mer night and the hell-
昀re sermons that echoed 
through the forest, so 
that deer and possum 
stood listening at atten-
tion.

Yes, it’s time once 
again, June 10-16, for 
the annual Hurricane 
Camp meeting. This year 
will be its 136th meeting.  

The annual Hurricane 
Camp Meeting was a 
much anticipated event, 
and each year The Crit-
tenden Press reminded 
everyone of these meet-
ings with an in-
teresting article 
or announce-
ment in the pa-
per. Let’s take 
a look back at 
some of these ar-
ticles.

–––
Hurricane 

Camp Grounds, 
Aug. 28, 1936. 
One of the 

most historic 
and famous in 
the entire state. 
Many families 
came by river 
and ox carts in 
the early days of 
meetings.

H u r r i c a n e 
Camp Grounds, four 
miles distant from the 
Ohio River and three 
and one half miles dis-
tant from Tolu, is one of 
the historic spots in the 
county being founded in 
1888 by Stephen F. Crid-
er, James F. Terry, John 
B. Perry, Robert S. Clark, 
N. Franks, J. W. Guess 
and S. K. Breeding. The 
latter named being the 
circuit pastor of the Mar-
ion Tolu Methodist dis-
trict and in charge of the 
Hurricane Church. The 
majority of the found-
ers resided in and near 
the town of Tolu and 
surrounding communi-
ty. The intention of es-
tablishing a permanent 
campground had been in 
the minds and was the 
intention of the above 
named group for sever-
al years, 昀nally the re-
alization came true. The 
spot selected was a knoll 
on the Tolu-Fords Ferry 
Road.

The church and taber-
nacle were erected and 
the 昀rst meeting held 
during the summer of 
the founding.  The tab-
ernacle, located within 
a short distance of the 
main structure, was used 
only during the sum-
mer meetings and was a 
bough covered, open sid-
ed building.  

–––
Large Crowds

From the 昀rst, crowds 
at the annual meetings 
have been too large for 
accommodation in the 
church, consequently all 
of the lengthy assemblies 
are held in the taberna-
cle.  This structure was 
burned several years ago 
as likewise were several 
of the cabins but all were 
rebuilt within a short 
time after destruction.  

At the time of incep-
tion river traf昀c was at 
its height and many peo-
ple from Indiana and Il-
linois traveled by steam-
boat to reach the seat of 
the meetings. Not only 
did steamboats form the 
mode of transportation, 
skiffs, john boats, ox-
carts, horses, buggies, 
wagons and other forms 
of conveyance contribut-
ed to the travel. 

The announcement 
and beginning of the 

Hurricane Camp Meet-
ing was looked forward 
to by river men. It meant 
increased traf昀c and also 
added revenue. Color-
ful in all respects is this 
section and institution 
in this county, the place 
is known to the peo-
ple of three states and 

as time pro-
gresses is be-
coming more 
and more ad-
vertised and 
heralded. It is 
an institution 
that is 昀rm-
ly founded in 
the minds of 
t h o u s a n d s 
and year-
ly drawing 
a t t e n t i o n 
of others to 
this beautiful 
place in Crit-
tenden Coun-
ty.

At pres-
ent, the au-
tomobile has 

replaced many of the 
above and as distances 
have thus been dimin-
ished, the crowds have 
increased in numbers.  

For the convenience 
of those who came from 
a distance, a camping 
ground was reserved and 
cabins were erected.  For 
those who preferred to 
raise their individually 
owned tents, space was 
provided.  In the early 
days the knoll resembled 
the camp of a small army 
when the meetings were 
in progress.

–––
First Pastor

The Rev. J. J. Smith of 
Tennessee was the 昀rst 
pastor in charge of the 
meeting, and strange 
as it may seem, is now 
residing in Livingston 

County between Smith-
land and Paducah in a 
home located on High-
way 60. His advanced 
age, 89, prevents him 
from being as active in 
the work as when he con-
ducted the 昀rst meting 
but undaunted by physi-
cal handicaps he endeav-
ors to put in appearances 
at the annual meetings. 
No deviation marks the 
event, it has been held 
each and every year since 
the original meeting with 
the present encampment 
being the 47th. It is one 
of the oldest camp meet-
ings in the state and by 
far the oldest in western 
Kentucky.

After the retirement of 
Rev. Smith, various oth-
er celebrities and elders 
of the church have been 
of昀ciating with the local 
ministers, as the case 
might be, in charge of 
all arrangements.  The 
music and choirs have 
contributed their share 
to the glory of the meet-
ings and have increased 
the attendance from year 
to year.

–––
Ideal Location

The location is ideal in 
every respect removed 
from the hum-drum of 
city life, the woes and 
worries of the commer-
cial world and from all 
other outside cares the 
environment is condu-
cive to those who are 
thirsting for communi-
cation with God and with 
friends. The fellowship 
and the fervor generated 
about the altars of the 
stately tabernacle serve 
but to strengthen the 
holy bonds of Christian 
worship and life. The en-
tire ground is completely 
surrounded by immense 

shade trees and the 
ground is grass carpeted.  

The county side en-
thralls all with the friend-
ly inhabitants which typ-
ify the true spirit and 
letter of the world wide 
Kentucky hospitality – 
nothing is too good for 
those in attendance and 
whether camper or res-
ident, a bond of friend-
ship is formed that is 
never broken or split 
asunder.

One of the innovations 
offered this year by the 
Rev. McGee in charge of 
the circuit is that of the 
improved childrens’ ser-
vice and those which are 
especially planned for the 
younger attendants and 
people.   This is under 
the supervision of Mrs. 
McGee, wife of the pastor.

The hotel built for the 
speci昀c purpose of ac-
commodation of those 
who come from a dis-
tance, and additional cot-
tages offer convenience 
that do not lack in detail 
of comfort.

In the past, during 
some years, a certain 
and stipulate gate fee has 
been charged but this 
has been dispensed with 
this year, and it is the 
intention of the present 
committee to wholly dis-
pense with this unpleas-
ant tax in the future.  
This fee was primarily 
placed for the purpose of 
expense but as voluntary 
contributions increased 
the less became the ne-
cessity for imposing the 
other.

Many have been con-
verts during the course of 
the meetings and many 
have been the friend-
ships made – friends who 
do not see each other 
from year to year eagerly 
look forward to the event 
and plan many weeks in 
future as to attendance.

 –––
Sept. 9, 1938 – Ten 

Day Meeting At Hurri-
cane Camp

An estimated crowd of 
1,000 persons were in 
attendance at Hurricane 
Camp Meeting Sunday 
the closing day. Through-

out the entire 10-day pe-
riod, the services were 
well attended by people 
from Crittenden and 
adjoining counties and 
from nearby states of In-
diana, Missouri, Illinois 
and other foreign states.

F. B. Hamilton, secre-
tary of the meeting, said 
“All workers concentrated 
upon the tasks assigned 
to them previous to the 
opening of the meeting. 
As a result, citizens and 
residents of all parts of 
the communities attend-
ed Rev. E. G. Carnes of 
Wilmore, and Rev. J. J. 
Smith of Smithland, in 
charge of the services, 
gave forceful and logical 
dynamical sermons that 
will long be remembered 

by the congregations.  
Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Kim-
sey directed the music 
and singing.

The camp meeting 
committee wishes to 
thank each and every-
one who in any manner 
or way contributed to the 
success of the Hurricane 
Cam Meeting.  May God 
bless you all,  signed, 
J. E. Boyd, Lyle Easley, 
Hobart C. Belt, Gordon 
Winders, F. B. Hamilton.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The historic Hurricane Camp tabernacle, re-built in 1921, 
sits beneath shade trees and is ready and waiting for the 
136th meeting to begin Monday.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 
965-3191 to post a classi昀ed 
ad.

agriculture
3 pigs for sale, ready to 
butcher; one female could be 
bred or butchered, 300-plus 
pounds each. Call Jim (352) 
901-4535. (2t-24-p)

losts
Yellow spray tank on Hwy. 
297 or Hwy. 60. (270) 704-
5047. (1t-23-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-30-p)
Springtime is here! Do you 
need a job done? Big or 
small, give us a call, ( 270) 
704-1888. Better Built Home 
Solutions: Decks, pressure 
washing, window washing, 
roo昀ng, painting, tree trim-
ming/cutting, general mainte-
nance jobs and much more! 
Free estimates! (8t-28-c) ks
Weekend remodeling. Floor-
ing, decks, small carpentry 
work. Call Ben Evans and 
Gabe Mott (270) 704-5977 
or (270) 704-6158. (TfC)

notice
Donations for the upkeep 
of Old Mt. Zion Cemetery 
may be sent to: Old Mt. Zion 
Cemetery, ℅ Colleen Har-
bour, 246 Cotton Patch Rd., 
Marion, KY 42064.(1t-23-p)
Notice is hereby given that 
on May 29, 2024 Robert B. 
Frazer of 200 South Main 
Street, Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed executor of 
Charles W. McClure, de-
ceased, whose address 
was 391 Wilson Farm Road, 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Robert B. 
Frazer, P.O. Box 361, Mari-
on, Ky. 42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-
by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as 
required by law to the exec-
utor before the 29th of No-
vember, 2024 and all claims 
not so proven and presented 
by that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-23-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on May 29, 2024 Dennis 
Stinnett of 469 Gorman 
Pond Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed administrator 
of Eddie Wayne Stinnett, de-
ceased, whose address was 
1098 S.R. 902, Fredonia, Ky. 
42411. Rebecca Johnson, 
217 W. Bellville St., Marion, 
Ky. 42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-
by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as 
required by law to the ad-
ministrator before the 27th 
day of November, 2024 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-23-c)
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 
83 other Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Provi-
dence) Journal-Enterprise, 
The Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Messen-
ger and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

bid notices
The City of Fredonia is now 
accepting bids for storm 
cleanup at the Woodmen 
of the World Park in Fredo-
nia. This clean-up consists 

of limbs, falling trees, and 
debris clean-up as well as 
stump grinding. Bid packets 
will be available at Fredonia 
City Hall, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. -4 p.m.. Bids 
are due by 4 p.m., June 14. 
(1t-23-c)
The City of Fredonia is now 
accepting bids for a new 
pavilion at Woodmen of the 
World Park in Fredonia. Bid 
packets will be available at 
Fredonia City Hall, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. -4 
p.m.. Bids are due by 4 p.m., 
June 14. (1t-23-c)
The Crittenden County Board 
of Education is accepting 
sealed bids for full-service 
beverages and soft drink ser-
vices for the school district.  
Please contact Tonya Driver 
at tonya.driver@crittenden.
kyschools.us or at 270-965-
3525 for speci昀cations.  Bids 
must be received at the Board 
Of昀ce by 1:00 p.m. on June 
10, 2024. Please mail sealed 
bids to Crittenden County 
Board of Education, Attn: To-
nya Driver, 601 West Elm, 
Marion, KY  42064.  (2t-22-c)

statewide
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No an-
nual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get 
your 昀rst free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-592-4235
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
DRIVING SERVICE

GoGo. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. 
Memberships start as low 
as $1 per day. Available 24/7 
nationwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-888-485-2657
FINANCIAL

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979
HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309
HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of 
the property when connect-
ing.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 1-888-841-2035
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 

844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
INTERNET OFFERS

HI-SPEED INTERNET, 
ANYWHERE!  Shop With 
A Viasat Expert For High 
Speed Satellite Internet. 
New Customer Deals In 
Your Area. Nationwide Ser-
vice. CALL NOW. 1-877-
548-7404
MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-877-548-7486
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 

1-877-548-7946
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution Call for Your
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Kentucky
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HOME 

Continued from page 1 

weekends, the couple was 
able to be part of the pro-
cess and learn a lot along 
the way. 

Crossen and Riley’s 
family have known each 
other for a few years since 
she and her husband 
bought property here. 
Like many out-of-staters, 
Crittenden County hunt-
ing lured them out of 
Louisiana where Crossen 
started a construction 
company 20 years ago. 

Crossen said the bones 

of the 1950s two bed-
room, one bath home 
made it an ideal candi-
date for the young cou-
ple’s starter house. 
Relatively new electrical 
and plumbing saved the 
couple some money, so 
they used their remod-
eling budget on updating 
the bathroom and con-
verting the layout to an 
open floor plan kitchen 
and living room. They 
also enclosed the back 
porch to create a laundry 
room and laid new lam-
inate flooring throughout. 

They replaced interior 
doors, leveled the founda-
tion, created closets and 
saved money by buying a 
combination of new and 
second-hand cabinets. 

“At first we never imag-
ined we’d go this far with 
it because we could have 
moved in immediately,” 
Riley said. “Mom and Dad 
saw us passionate about 
it and they got inspired 
by it too.” 

After knocking down 
the wall that separated 
the living room from the 
kitchen, the couple began 
to envision the large com-
bination kitchen and din-
ing room. 

And it does, in fact, 
have room for all major 
kitchen appliances, Mur-
phy is pleased to note. 
The home’s centerpiece is 
a large acacia wood is-
land framed with tobacco 
wood stained to match 
other accents in the 
kitchen. 

The couple could not 
believe how Crossen took 
a few measurements and 
a sketch pad to map out 
her vision for the kitchen. 
But since seeing the end 
result, they are ecstatic. 

While most of the car-
pentry was beyond the 
couple’s skillset, they left 
their mark in the home as 
a result of a homework 
assignment Crossen as-
signed them.  

“These two beams are 
hollow; they’re made of 
new wood that looks old,” 
Riley said, pointing over-
head. “Our homework 
was to take old chains, a 
grinder and a hammer 
and beat the heck out of 
the wood,” he said. 

Later they stained it 

and Crossen hung it to 
mimic heavy reclaimed 
beams. 

Before finishing the 
project, Crossen left the 
couple with a large cus-
tom-made shelf on a 
blank kitchen wall to hold 
knick knacks and per-
sonal effects. The special 
part is that the frame and 
shelves are made from 
studs removed from the 
structure during the ren-

ovation. 
Part rustic, part mod-

ern with a touch of indus-
trial marry to make a 
home Riley and Murphy 
are proud of. 

And speaking of marry, 
the two will say “I Do” in 
October 2025. 

“It’s a beautiful home, 
and when people say they 
like it, it makes us smile,” 
Riley said.

Carstin Murphy and Paxton Riley are pleased with the 
outcome of their renovated Elm Street home.

BEFORE

AFTER

Above: Designer Lisa 
Crossen preserved studs 
removed during the re-
model to create a mem-
orable gift for the Riley 
and Murphy, hanging this 
custom shelf on a 
kitchen wall. 
 
At right: The original 
kitchen, walled off from 
the rest of the house, 
was opened to allow for 
a large island that is the 
centerpiece of the cou-
ple’s first home. 

AFTER

8



TRACK AND FIELD 

Potter medals at 
state track meet 

Crittenden County sent six 
athletes to the Kentucky 
Class A State Track and Field 
Champioinships last week  at 
Lexington, all females. And 
while there were trials and 
lamentations, the Lady 
Rocket performers turned in 
some noteworthy pefor-
mances, led by senior Karsyn 
Potter, who medaled in the 
discus. 

Potter, who owns the 
school record in discus at 
100 feet, 7 inches had been 
tuning up strong for the state 
meet. She was amped up for 
the finals last Thursday and 
actually threw once at 123 
feet, yet it was slightly out of 
bounds.  

Potter marked twice in six 
attempts, but it was good for 

the fifth longest throw of the 
day, tied for fifth place. How-
ever, she finished sixth on a 
tie-breaker as Frankfort High 
School’s Amyah Robinson 
won based on her second 
best throw of the event. 

Potter’s state throw was 
101-3, four inches from her 
personal best. St. Henry High 
School discus thrower Anna 
Guard won the meet with a 
mark of 132-7, a new Class A 
state record. 

Junior Mary Martinez fin-
ished 13th in the 3200 me-
ters with a time of 12:56.35 
and 19th in the 1600 meters 
at 5:52.72 both were per-
sonal bests. The school 
record 1600-meter time is 
5:27.91 and the 3200-meter 
mark is 12:36.56. Both 
records are held by Kate 
Keller. 

CCHS’s record-setting 
4x800 relay team turned in 
its best performance ever, 

claiming 18th place in the 
state meet and breaking a 
school record for the fourth 
time since the foursome over-
took it last spring. 

Made up of Martinez, fresh-
man Presley Potter and soph-
omores Aubrey Grau, and 
Ella Geary, the girls finished 
the 3200-meter relay at 
11:17.55. This was the 
squad’s third time to qualify 
for and compete in the state 
meet. 

Crittenden’s 4x400 relay 

team was close to earning a 
state berth this season, too. 

In team standings, CCHS 
was 32nd out of 38 teams. Its 
only team points were Pot-
ter’s three for finishing sixth. 

It was a special opportunity 
for first-year assistant track 
and field coach Jeremy Croft, 
who made his return to Lex-
ingston 30 years from the 
date he won a Class A state 
championship in the long 
jump in 1994. 
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Karsyn Potter won a sixth-place medal at the state finals last 
week in Lexington. Photo by Your Sports Edge.

Pictured above are state qualifiers and coaches in Lexington 
last week. They are (from left) coaches Nick and Sandra Mar-
tinez, Ella Geary, Presley Potter, Karsyn Potter, Mary Martinez, 
alternate Ella Whitney, Aubrey Grau and coach Jeremy Croft. Di-
rectly above is the qualifying relay team.

FOOTBALL 

Rocket Youth Camp 

   Rocket Youth Football Camp is just 
around the corner on June 17-19 at 
the high school campus. Camp is for 
ages 5-15. Cost is $30 with discounts 
for families with multiple children. 
Camp is 9 to 11:30 a.m., with lunch 
served at the end of the day. Regis-
tration is open starting at 8:30 a.m., 
the first day of camp. 
 

West KY districts 25-26 

   Kentucky High School Athletic Asso-
ciation’s football realignment plan for 
the 2025-26 seasons: 

Class A 
District 1 – Ballard Memorial, Cav-
erna, Fulton County, Russellville 
District 2: Bethlehem, Campbellsville, 
Kentucky Country Day, Louisville Holy 
Cross 

Class 2A 
District 1 – Caldwell County, Critten-
den County, Fort Campbell, Mayfield, 
Todd County Central, Trigg County 
District 2: Fort Knox, Hancock County, 
McLean County, Owensboro Catholic 

Class 3A 
District 1 – Hopkins County Central, 
Murray, Union County, Webster 
County 
District 2 – Adair County, Butler 
County, Edmonson County, Glasgow, 
Hart County, LaRue County 

Class 4A 
District 1 – Allen County-Scottsville, 
Calloway County, Franklin-Simpson, 
Logan County, Paducah Tilghman, 
Warren East 
District 2 – Elizabethtown, John 
Hardin, Marion County, Nelson 
County, Taylor County 

Class 5A 
District 1 – Apollo, Graves County, 
Madisonville-North Hopkins, Marshall 
County, Muhlenberg County, Owens-
boro 
District 2 – Barren County, Bowling 
Green, Grayson County, Greenwood, 
Ohio County, Warren Central 

Class 6A 
District 1 – Christian County, Hender-
son County, Hopkinsville, McCracken 
County 
District 2 – Central Hardin, Daviess 
County, Meade County, South Warren 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Correction 

   A photo in last week’s newspaper 
involving the collegiate basketball 
signing day for Travis Champion in-
correctly identified the WKCTC bas-
ketball coach as Brian Hill. It is Justin 
Hill, who is a CCHS graduate. 

 

Another world record 

   Marion native Jim Wigginton, who 
now lives in Michigan, has earned an-
other entry into the Guinness World 
Record book. On May 25,  
the cause-adventurist joined Alex 
Coker of Memphis, Tenn., set a 
record with a tandem sky dive from 
42,017 feet (higher than most com-
mercial airline flights). The jump was 
made in Tennessee. For comparison, 
most sky divers jump from 10,000-
12,000 feet and reach a top speed of 
approximately 120 mph. This jump 
was at around 300 mph. It signaled 
the eighth world record for Wigginton, 
a Vietnam-era Marine, and private eq-
uity executive. Wigginton is a Critten-
den County High School graduate 
and was a few years ago recognized 
as a Distinguished Alumnus. Most of 
his records are in honor of Folds of 
Honor, a veteran-run charity (fold-
sofhonor.org) that has provided schol-
arships to over 53,000 families of 
fallen or disabled military and first re-
sponders over the last 17 years, and 
the Punya Thyroid Cancer Foundation 
at the University of Michigan 
(https://victors.us/thyroid). This jump, 
he said, was also made specifically to 
honor Thomas J. Noonan lll, whose 
tragic death on an identical jump, led 
to significant safety improvements 
that made this jump successful. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
CrittendenPress/youtube.com 

 

Player                        GP     PA    AB    AVG   OBP    H    1B     2B   3B    HR    RBI     R     BB    SO     SB        TC      A      PO    FPCT   E 
Andrea Federico        34     130  108   .426   .508    46   21     11     3      11      45     34     17     18       6          95      13      71      .884    11 
Elliot Evans                34     131   113    .381   .466    43   39      3      1       0       10     38     13      6       21         63       5       58     1.000    0 
Hannah Jent               34     128   114    .368   .430    42   39      1      0       2       31     21     11      11       6          76       6       57      .829    13 
Anna Boone               29     107   95    .347   .406    33   24      7      2       0       13     25      6      12       9          53      10      39      .925     4 
Elle McDaniel             27      90    78     .321   .389    25   20      6      0       0       17     19     10      6        2         153      3      140     .935    10 
Jaycee Champion      30     100   89    .315   .390    28   24      3      1       0       13     16      5      13      10         40       2       32      .850     5 
Morgan Piper             34     119   107   .308   .370    33   32      1      0       0       15      7       9      16       3         117      6      104     .940     7 
Brodi Rich                  24      67    54     .259   .385    14   13      1      0       0        4      16      9      12       8          29       2       23      .862     4 
Aubre Conyer             32     100   84    .214   .340    18   14      4      0       0       10     11      5      34       3          88       5       71      .864    12 
Macibell Hardesty      17      40    37     .189   .250     7     7       0      0       0        8       2       2       9        0           0        0        0       .000     0 
Jaylee Champion       24      33    29     .172   .250     5     0       0      0       0        1       9       1      17       4           4        0        2       .500     2 
Geogia Holeman        28      37    32     .125   .243     4     4       0      0       0        3      10      5      18       4          22       3       16      .864     3 
Abigail Champion       15       9      9      .111    .333     1     0       1      0       0        0       4       0       5        0           4        0        2       .500     2 
Kayliegh Weathers      8       12     11     .091   .167     1     1       0      0       0        0       1       1       3        0           2        0        2      1.000    0 
Sadie Green                6        1      1      .000   .000     0     0       0      0       0        0       2       0       0        0           0        0        0       .000     0 
Brenna Kemmer          8        1      1      .000   .000     0     0       0      0       0        0       0       0       0        1          13       0       13     1.000    0 
Caroline Martin            3        2      2      .000   .000     0     0       0      0       0        0       1       0       1        0           2        0        1       .500     1

Player                            INN     GP    GS      BF     W     L     SV       R       ER      BB      SO       ERA       WHIP     BBA 
Anna Boone               67      18     9      331    6     4      0      52     30      40      92     3.119    1.678    .245 
Brodi Rich                 56.1    19     11     279    4     3      0      59     42      19      44     5.219    1.798    .329 
Elliot Evans               83.1    23    13     429    4     5      0     112    71      40      53     5.964    1.956    .329 
Brenna Kemmer          3        2      1       19     0     0      0       4       4        5        0      9.333    3.667    .429 

Postseason  
Softball 

Recognition 

Crittenden County High School’s 
softball team held its post-season 
recognition ceremony Monday. 
Among those honored were (from 
left) Elliot Evans, MVP; Jaycee 
Champion, Captain’s Award and Out-
standing Defensive Player; and An-
drea Federico, Outstanding 
Offensive Player. Not pictured, Aubre 
Conyer, Best Teammate Award.

LADY ROCKETS SOFTBALL PITCHING STATISTICS

LADY ROCKETS SOFTBALL HITTING AND FIELDING STATISTICS

Stats Acronym Key: GP games 
played, PA plate appearance, AB at 
bat, OBP on-base %, TC total defen-
sive chances, A defensive assists, PO 
put outs, FPCT fielding %, E errors, 
INN innings pitched, GS games 
started, BF batters faced, WHIP walks 
& hits per inning, BBA opponent bat-
ting average.

Sophomore Andrea Federico 
Topped team with 11 HRs, 45 RBIs 

and .426 average
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AUCTION HELD ON TRACT 2: 109 Riverfront Drive, Smithland, KY
Saturday, June 22nd, 2024 @ 10:00 am

VEHICLE: KIA Optima SX 2008 VIN: 
KNAGE228995334183 – Miles: 56,226
PORTABLE BUILDINGS: Storage Shed w/ 
Window 8’x8’, Storage Building 10’ X 16’
PROPANE TANKS: 2- 500 - Gallon Propane 
Tanks
APPLIANCES: Kenmore Electric Stove, Roper 
Washing Machine, Roper Dryer, Frigidaire 
Refrigerator, Hisense Mini Refrigerator, 
Haier Mini Refrigerator
FURNITURE: Victorian Marble Top Drop-
Down Dresser, Victorian White Ornately 
Carved Walnut 3-Seat Sofa, Queen Size 
Iron Bed Frame, Victorian Large Hall Tree, 
Antique Fold Out Desk, Victorian Cabinet w/ 
Mirror Top, Piano and Bench, Desk and Chair, 
5-Drawer Dresser w/ Matching Side Table, 
Vintage Venus Beauty Shop Dryer Chair, 
Antique Cross-Stitch Chair, Antique Standing 
Clock, Marble Top Antique Parlor Table, 
China Cabinet, Antique Children’s Rocker, 
Tufted Armchairs, Damask Print Upholstered 
Sofa and Chair, French Style Gold Vitrine 
Buffet with Mirrored Top, Drop Leaf Table, 

Side Table w/ Lamp Top, Bookshelf, Large 
Victorian Buffet w/ Mirror & Ornate Wood 
Carvings, Antique Corner Cabinet w/ Glass 
Doors, Wooden Plant Stand, 3-Piece Full 
Bedroom Suite w/ Oversized Headboard, 
Iron Outdoor Bench, Victor Record Playing 
Cabinet, Wooden Dresser, Drop Leaf Table, 
Wooden Gossip Bench, Heptagon Wooden 
Table, Antique Trunks, Breakfast Nook Glass 
Top Table and Chairs, Round Mirror Drop 
Down Dresser, Floral Upholstered Chair and 
Sofa, Wooden Queen Beds, White Wooden 
Farmhouse China Cabinet
ANTIQUES,GLASSWARE, HOUSEWARES: 
Early American Cast Fabric Pleater, Antique 
Coal-Fired Iron, Aladdin Lamp Bases, 
Vintage Balance Scale, Amber Bubble 
Glass Lamp, Burgundy Floral Rug, CD. 
Peacock Marble Tabletop Clock, Painted 
Porcelain Base Tabletop Lamp, Tabletop 
Painted Clocks, Carved Cigar w/ Tray, 
Wall Clocks with Ornate Wood Designs, 
Chicago Telephone Antique Phone, Brass 
Keepsakes, Railroad Lanterns, Blue Pyrex 

Bowls, Wagner 189 Original Cast Iron Pan, 
Fire King Dishes, Amber Glassware, Amber 
Glass Oil Lamp, Vintage Horse Saddle, 
Bromwell Crank Sifter, Harbor Breeze Fan in 
Box, Household Cast Iron Sewing Machine 
Table, Antique Wooden Dresser with Mirror, 
Tabletop Lamps, Luggage, Cranberry Trim 
Glassware, Green Glassware with Clear 
Bubble Design Bottom, Pink Depression 
Glass, Orange Carnival Glassware, Dome 
Lid Serve, Milk Glass Container w/ Lid, Royal 
China Underglaze Bowls, Red Stemmed 
Glasses, Flatware, Pots / Pans, Dishes, 
Cooking Utensils, Mirrors, Wreaths, Wall 
Décor, Baskets, Wall Clock
ELECTRONICS: TCL Flatscreen TV, Bose 
Radio, LG Flatscreen TV
GARAGE/OUTDOOR ITEMS: All Weather 
Safe Room, Hand Tools, Sears Antique Sled, 
Garden Statues and Planters, Briggs & 
Stratton Push Mower
MISC: Ring Stamped 14K, Partial Quarter 
Collection, Pro-Form Exercise Bike, Detecto 

VEHICLE - PORTABLE BUILDINGS - PROPANE TANKS - APPLIANCES - FURNITURE 
- ANTIQUES - GLASSWARE - ELECTRONICS - GARAGE/OUTDOOR ITEMS

Tract 1 –Tract 1 –  
105  Riverfront  Drive:105  Riverfront  Drive: 

This charming home offers 2 
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, and a 
versatile office area. It features an 
all-electric setup with Smithland 
water service. The property includes 
gutter guards for added convenience. Enjoy the enclosed porch with wrap-around windows, providing stunning views of the riverfront.

Tract 2 –Tract 2 –  
109  Riverfront  Drive:109  Riverfront  Drive: 

In this inviting 3-bedroom, 2.5 
bathroom home, discover a 
charming riverside retreat where 
rustic wood beams and accents 
infuse every corner with character. 
Enjoy captivating riverfront views 
from multiple rooms, including the 
open kitchen, perfect for culinary 
creativity and gathering with loved 
ones. Step onto the enclosed porch, 

surrounded by windows framing panoramic vistas of the tranquil river, ideal for relaxing mornings or 
intimate gatherings. Experience the harmony of nature and modern comfort in this inviting home, 
where unforgettable memories await. This home also has a whole home GE generator. 

Tract 3 –Tract 3 –  
115  Riverfront  Drive:115  Riverfront  Drive: 

This lovely home boasts 3 bed-
rooms and 1.5 bathrooms with 
riverfront views. It features a 
spacious 14×15 covered porch, 
perfect for relaxing outdoors. 
Inside, you’ll find a large laundry 

room with ample cabinet space for storage. The property also includes a detached garage and is 
heated with propane.

PERSONAL PROPERTY SELLS DIRECTLY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE.

Tract 4 –Tract 4 –  
220 Conant Lane:220 Conant Lane:    

Nestled in a quiet neighbor-hood, 
this charming home features 3 
spacious bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 
The large bedrooms offer ample 
space for comfort and relaxation. The 
kitchen showcases beautiful knotty 
pine cabinets, and there is a formal 

dining area for entertaining. Additional highlights include a cozy living room with built-in knotty 
pine bookshelves, a carport, and a deck for outdoor enjoyment. The primary bedroom has an 
attached bathroom and a convenient laundry room. The property is serviced by Smithland 
water and has a Rudd HVAC unit. 

 
 

Former School 
Now a Memory 

Many times over local leaders and potential de-
velopers tried to come up with a sound financial 
plan to restore and repurpose what is com-
monly called the old Marion Junior High School 
building. Bult in the 1930s as a WPA project, 
the brick structure first served as Marion High 
School. In later years, it was a middle school. 
Razed last week by 
an excavation crew 
hired by building 
owner Tommy 
Wright, the nearly 
100-year-old struc-
ture was reduced 
to rubble in about 
three days. The 
work was done effi-
ciently with seem-
ingly no disruption 
to nearby residents 
or businesses. The demolition did garner a 
great deal of interest from onlookers and picture 
takers. A video clip of a longer documentary 
produced by The Crittenden Press received 
around 40,000 views on Facebook. On our 
YouTube Channel, the video is available in its 
entirety. Also, on our YouTube Channel is a 
video vignette done a few years ago with local 
historians Brenda Underdown and Susan 
Alexander, who trace to the beginnings of the 
historic building and others nearby. While the 
former school had hosted a handful of activities 
and operations over the past 40 years it had re-
mained largely unoccupied. The classrooms re-
mained in tact, left as if students had gone 
home for summer recess. In one of the accom-
panying photos, a chalk board and shelving 
from a classroom were exposed during demoli-
tion. 

Graduation season... 
what a wonderful time for 
celebration it is. 

Let’s reminisce... No 
doubt, some of you re-
member graduating from 
schools and 
school buildings 
in Crittenden and 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
counties which 
are no longer in 
operation. Many 
of those buildings 
have been razed, 
just like the old 
Marion High 
School building 
which was demol-
ished last week. 

Time changes 
everything. Buildings de-
teriorate and outlive their 
ability to serve the pur-
pose for which they were 
built. They simply age 
and slowly fall into a 
state of disrepair, result-
ing in a gradual degrada-
tion over time. 
Ultimately, they are razed 
if they don’t collapse. 

As I look back across 
my 66-plus years, I can 
see many examples of 
this. Growing up in 
neighboring Livingston 
County, I have seen a 
complete restructuring of 
the buildings associated 
with Livingston County 
Public Schools. In my 
early school days there 
were eight elementary 
schools in the county, in-
cluding Salem, Carrsville, 
Hampton, Lola, Smith-
land, Panhandle, Tiline 
and Grand Rivers. Now 
there are two – North El-
ementary and South Ele-
mentary.  

Those of you who be-
long to the generation 
older than me remember 
many more elementary 
schools, particularly 
those of the one-room va-
riety. Pretty much every 
little community had a 
school, even Pinck-
neyville where my dad 
was raised. Another com-
munity near Salem that 
had a one-room school is 
Mullikin Junction. If you 
are unfamiliar with Mul-
likin, it is located about 
21⁄2 miles south of Burna 
at the intersection of KY 
1433 and Klondike Mine 
Road. It is located fairly 
close to the old Klondike 

Mine (fluorspar mine). My 
connection with Mullikin 
School is my maternal 
grandmother, the late Lil-
lian Peck Boswell. She 
taught at Mullikin for a 

time until leaving the 
school to become the 
switchboard opera-
tor for what would 
later become Salem 
Telephone Company. 

Kentucky reported 
7,150 one-room 
schools in 1917-18. 
A Kentucky school 
facilities survey com-
pleted December 31, 
1951 reported that 
there were still 3,004 
one-room schools in 

use (60% of all Kentucky 
schools). By the time I 
entered elementary 
school (1962), there were 
only 853 one-room 
schools in the state, al-
though I’m not sure how 
many of those were in 
Livingston, Crittenden 
and surrounding coun-
ties. By the 1964-65 
term, one-room schools 
had largely disappeared 
in western Kentucky, 
with Livingston County 
having none and Critten-
den County having only 
one. (None are listed in 
1964-65 for Caldwell, 
Lyon, Union, and Web-
ster Counties.) By the 
1968-69 school year, 
only 146 one-room 
schools remained in Ken-
tucky; these were con-
fined to the southeast 
portion of the state. 

Why do I point out this 
trend? Slowly, but surely, 
schools – and school 
buildings – have disap-
peared in small towns all 
across our land. As I’ve 
already mentioned, Mar-
ion has lost another one 
of its icons, the former 
Marion High School 
building, sometimes also 
known as the Marion 
Junior High because it 
last served that purpose. 
It simply outlived its use-
fulness. I never attended 
classes in this stately 
building; I was too young 
and I lived in the wrong 
county. Some of you 
reading this article, how-
ever, did attend school in 
this majestic structure 
and you have many won-
derful memories from 

your time there. 
I recently lost one of my 

school landmarks with 
the demolition of the 
buildings on the south 
side of Main Street in 
Salem. Times change, 
buildings are neglected, 
and over time, they come 
tumbling down. If my 
memory is correct, I at-
tended kindergarten in 
one of those buildings 
that was recently razed; I 
believe my teacher’s 
name was Catherine 
Stone. I got many hair-
cuts from Threlkeld 
Binkley (grandfather of 
my buddy, Jeff Binkley, 
CCHS class of 1975), 
some of which while sit-
ting on a box or large pil-
low because I was so 
little. I ate many meals 
cooked by Glessner Dunn 
at the old Salem Café. I’m 
told that she introduced 
my “parents-to-be” in 
that building. I bought 
lots of baseballs, gloves, 
and bats from the 
Sprague family at the old 
Western Auto, as well as 
lots of “working stuff” at 
Salem Hardware when 
my friend Phil Maddux 
purchased the store and 
moved it to the south side 
of Main Street in the late-
1970s.  

I purchased my wife’s 
engagement ring (which 
she still has) at Salem 
Jewelry from Garnett 
“Bumpy” Hensley. I could 
go on and on as I wax 
nostalgic about days 
gone by, but suffice it to 
say that time marches 
on, times change, build-
ings go up, and buildings 
come crashing down.  

What matters most are 
not the temporary build-
ings we construct, but 
the memories and the re-
lationships we build 
along life’s journey. 

Congratulations to 
each member of the Class 
of 2024 from Crittenden 
and surrounding coun-
ties. You have built many 
special memories and re-
lationships over the past 
13 years. Now go make 
the world a better place! 

 
Author Chris Clarke is a 

missionary and former 
music minister at Marion 
Baptist Church.

Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails

Yet memories will live on
TIME MARCHES ON – BUILDINGS COME DOWN

The Crittenden Press YouTube 
Channel has more coverage 

of the historic razing
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AUCTION HELD ON TRACT 2: 109 Riverfront Drive, Smithland, KY
Saturday, June 22nd, 2024 @ 10:00 am

VEHICLE: KIA Optima SX 2008 VIN: 
KNAGE228995334183 – Miles: 56,226
PORTABLE BUILDINGS: Storage Shed w/ 
Window 8’x8’, Storage Building 10’ X 16’
PROPANE TANKS: 2- 500 - Gallon Propane 
Tanks
APPLIANCES: Kenmore Electric Stove, Roper 
Washing Machine, Roper Dryer, Frigidaire 
Refrigerator, Hisense Mini Refrigerator, 
Haier Mini Refrigerator
FURNITURE: Victorian Marble Top Drop-
Down Dresser, Victorian White Ornately 
Carved Walnut 3-Seat Sofa, Queen Size 
Iron Bed Frame, Victorian Large Hall Tree, 
Antique Fold Out Desk, Victorian Cabinet w/ 
Mirror Top, Piano and Bench, Desk and Chair, 
5-Drawer Dresser w/ Matching Side Table, 
Vintage Venus Beauty Shop Dryer Chair, 
Antique Cross-Stitch Chair, Antique Standing 
Clock, Marble Top Antique Parlor Table, 
China Cabinet, Antique Children’s Rocker, 
Tufted Armchairs, Damask Print Upholstered 
Sofa and Chair, French Style Gold Vitrine 
Buffet with Mirrored Top, Drop Leaf Table, 

Side Table w/ Lamp Top, Bookshelf, Large 
Victorian Buffet w/ Mirror & Ornate Wood 
Carvings, Antique Corner Cabinet w/ Glass 
Doors, Wooden Plant Stand, 3-Piece Full 
Bedroom Suite w/ Oversized Headboard, 
Iron Outdoor Bench, Victor Record Playing 
Cabinet, Wooden Dresser, Drop Leaf Table, 
Wooden Gossip Bench, Heptagon Wooden 
Table, Antique Trunks, Breakfast Nook Glass 
Top Table and Chairs, Round Mirror Drop 
Down Dresser, Floral Upholstered Chair and 
Sofa, Wooden Queen Beds, White Wooden 
Farmhouse China Cabinet
ANTIQUES,GLASSWARE, HOUSEWARES: 
Early American Cast Fabric Pleater, Antique 
Coal-Fired Iron, Aladdin Lamp Bases, 
Vintage Balance Scale, Amber Bubble 
Glass Lamp, Burgundy Floral Rug, CD. 
Peacock Marble Tabletop Clock, Painted 
Porcelain Base Tabletop Lamp, Tabletop 
Painted Clocks, Carved Cigar w/ Tray, 
Wall Clocks with Ornate Wood Designs, 
Chicago Telephone Antique Phone, Brass 
Keepsakes, Railroad Lanterns, Blue Pyrex 

Bowls, Wagner 189 Original Cast Iron Pan, 
Fire King Dishes, Amber Glassware, Amber 
Glass Oil Lamp, Vintage Horse Saddle, 
Bromwell Crank Sifter, Harbor Breeze Fan in 
Box, Household Cast Iron Sewing Machine 
Table, Antique Wooden Dresser with Mirror, 
Tabletop Lamps, Luggage, Cranberry Trim 
Glassware, Green Glassware with Clear 
Bubble Design Bottom, Pink Depression 
Glass, Orange Carnival Glassware, Dome 
Lid Serve, Milk Glass Container w/ Lid, Royal 
China Underglaze Bowls, Red Stemmed 
Glasses, Flatware, Pots / Pans, Dishes, 
Cooking Utensils, Mirrors, Wreaths, Wall 
Décor, Baskets, Wall Clock
ELECTRONICS: TCL Flatscreen TV, Bose 
Radio, LG Flatscreen TV
GARAGE/OUTDOOR ITEMS: All Weather 
Safe Room, Hand Tools, Sears Antique Sled, 
Garden Statues and Planters, Briggs & 
Stratton Push Mower
MISC: Ring Stamped 14K, Partial Quarter 
Collection, Pro-Form Exercise Bike, Detecto 

VEHICLE - PORTABLE BUILDINGS - PROPANE TANKS - APPLIANCES - FURNITURE 
- ANTIQUES - GLASSWARE - ELECTRONICS - GARAGE/OUTDOOR ITEMS

Tract 1 –Tract 1 –  
105  Riverfront  Drive:105  Riverfront  Drive: 

This charming home offers 2 
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, and a 
versatile office area. It features an 
all-electric setup with Smithland 
water service. The property includes 
gutter guards for added convenience. Enjoy the enclosed porch with wrap-around windows, providing stunning views of the riverfront.

Tract 2 –Tract 2 –  
109  Riverfront  Drive:109  Riverfront  Drive: 

In this inviting 3-bedroom, 2.5 
bathroom home, discover a 
charming riverside retreat where 
rustic wood beams and accents 
infuse every corner with character. 
Enjoy captivating riverfront views 
from multiple rooms, including the 
open kitchen, perfect for culinary 
creativity and gathering with loved 
ones. Step onto the enclosed porch, 

surrounded by windows framing panoramic vistas of the tranquil river, ideal for relaxing mornings or 
intimate gatherings. Experience the harmony of nature and modern comfort in this inviting home, 
where unforgettable memories await. This home also has a whole home GE generator. 

Tract 3 –Tract 3 –  
115  Riverfront  Drive:115  Riverfront  Drive: 

This lovely home boasts 3 bed-
rooms and 1.5 bathrooms with 
riverfront views. It features a 
spacious 14×15 covered porch, 
perfect for relaxing outdoors. 
Inside, you’ll find a large laundry 

room with ample cabinet space for storage. The property also includes a detached garage and is 
heated with propane.

PERSONAL PROPERTY SELLS DIRECTLY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE.

Tract 4 –Tract 4 –  
220 Conant Lane:220 Conant Lane:    

Nestled in a quiet neighbor-hood, 
this charming home features 3 
spacious bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 
The large bedrooms offer ample 
space for comfort and relaxation. The 
kitchen showcases beautiful knotty 
pine cabinets, and there is a formal 

dining area for entertaining. Additional highlights include a cozy living room with built-in knotty 
pine bookshelves, a carport, and a deck for outdoor enjoyment. The primary bedroom has an 
attached bathroom and a convenient laundry room. The property is serviced by Smithland 
water and has a Rudd HVAC unit. 

 
 

Former School 
Now a Memory 

Many times over local leaders and potential de-
velopers tried to come up with a sound financial 
plan to restore and repurpose what is com-
monly called the old Marion Junior High School 
building. Bult in the 1930s as a WPA project, 
the brick structure first served as Marion High 
School. In later years, it was a middle school. 
Razed last week by 
an excavation crew 
hired by building 
owner Tommy 
Wright, the nearly 
100-year-old struc-
ture was reduced 
to rubble in about 
three days. The 
work was done effi-
ciently with seem-
ingly no disruption 
to nearby residents 
or businesses. The demolition did garner a 
great deal of interest from onlookers and picture 
takers. A video clip of a longer documentary 
produced by The Crittenden Press received 
around 40,000 views on Facebook. On our 
YouTube Channel, the video is available in its 
entirety. Also, on our YouTube Channel is a 
video vignette done a few years ago with local 
historians Brenda Underdown and Susan 
Alexander, who trace to the beginnings of the 
historic building and others nearby. While the 
former school had hosted a handful of activities 
and operations over the past 40 years it had re-
mained largely unoccupied. The classrooms re-
mained in tact, left as if students had gone 
home for summer recess. In one of the accom-
panying photos, a chalk board and shelving 
from a classroom were exposed during demoli-
tion. 

Graduation season... 
what a wonderful time for 
celebration it is. 

Let’s reminisce... No 
doubt, some of you re-
member graduating from 
schools and 
school buildings 
in Crittenden and 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
counties which 
are no longer in 
operation. Many 
of those buildings 
have been razed, 
just like the old 
Marion High 
School building 
which was demol-
ished last week. 

Time changes 
everything. Buildings de-
teriorate and outlive their 
ability to serve the pur-
pose for which they were 
built. They simply age 
and slowly fall into a 
state of disrepair, result-
ing in a gradual degrada-
tion over time. 
Ultimately, they are razed 
if they don’t collapse. 

As I look back across 
my 66-plus years, I can 
see many examples of 
this. Growing up in 
neighboring Livingston 
County, I have seen a 
complete restructuring of 
the buildings associated 
with Livingston County 
Public Schools. In my 
early school days there 
were eight elementary 
schools in the county, in-
cluding Salem, Carrsville, 
Hampton, Lola, Smith-
land, Panhandle, Tiline 
and Grand Rivers. Now 
there are two – North El-
ementary and South Ele-
mentary.  

Those of you who be-
long to the generation 
older than me remember 
many more elementary 
schools, particularly 
those of the one-room va-
riety. Pretty much every 
little community had a 
school, even Pinck-
neyville where my dad 
was raised. Another com-
munity near Salem that 
had a one-room school is 
Mullikin Junction. If you 
are unfamiliar with Mul-
likin, it is located about 
21⁄2 miles south of Burna 
at the intersection of KY 
1433 and Klondike Mine 
Road. It is located fairly 
close to the old Klondike 

Mine (fluorspar mine). My 
connection with Mullikin 
School is my maternal 
grandmother, the late Lil-
lian Peck Boswell. She 
taught at Mullikin for a 

time until leaving the 
school to become the 
switchboard opera-
tor for what would 
later become Salem 
Telephone Company. 

Kentucky reported 
7,150 one-room 
schools in 1917-18. 
A Kentucky school 
facilities survey com-
pleted December 31, 
1951 reported that 
there were still 3,004 
one-room schools in 

use (60% of all Kentucky 
schools). By the time I 
entered elementary 
school (1962), there were 
only 853 one-room 
schools in the state, al-
though I’m not sure how 
many of those were in 
Livingston, Crittenden 
and surrounding coun-
ties. By the 1964-65 
term, one-room schools 
had largely disappeared 
in western Kentucky, 
with Livingston County 
having none and Critten-
den County having only 
one. (None are listed in 
1964-65 for Caldwell, 
Lyon, Union, and Web-
ster Counties.) By the 
1968-69 school year, 
only 146 one-room 
schools remained in Ken-
tucky; these were con-
fined to the southeast 
portion of the state. 

Why do I point out this 
trend? Slowly, but surely, 
schools – and school 
buildings – have disap-
peared in small towns all 
across our land. As I’ve 
already mentioned, Mar-
ion has lost another one 
of its icons, the former 
Marion High School 
building, sometimes also 
known as the Marion 
Junior High because it 
last served that purpose. 
It simply outlived its use-
fulness. I never attended 
classes in this stately 
building; I was too young 
and I lived in the wrong 
county. Some of you 
reading this article, how-
ever, did attend school in 
this majestic structure 
and you have many won-
derful memories from 

your time there. 
I recently lost one of my 

school landmarks with 
the demolition of the 
buildings on the south 
side of Main Street in 
Salem. Times change, 
buildings are neglected, 
and over time, they come 
tumbling down. If my 
memory is correct, I at-
tended kindergarten in 
one of those buildings 
that was recently razed; I 
believe my teacher’s 
name was Catherine 
Stone. I got many hair-
cuts from Threlkeld 
Binkley (grandfather of 
my buddy, Jeff Binkley, 
CCHS class of 1975), 
some of which while sit-
ting on a box or large pil-
low because I was so 
little. I ate many meals 
cooked by Glessner Dunn 
at the old Salem Café. I’m 
told that she introduced 
my “parents-to-be” in 
that building. I bought 
lots of baseballs, gloves, 
and bats from the 
Sprague family at the old 
Western Auto, as well as 
lots of “working stuff” at 
Salem Hardware when 
my friend Phil Maddux 
purchased the store and 
moved it to the south side 
of Main Street in the late-
1970s.  

I purchased my wife’s 
engagement ring (which 
she still has) at Salem 
Jewelry from Garnett 
“Bumpy” Hensley. I could 
go on and on as I wax 
nostalgic about days 
gone by, but suffice it to 
say that time marches 
on, times change, build-
ings go up, and buildings 
come crashing down.  

What matters most are 
not the temporary build-
ings we construct, but 
the memories and the re-
lationships we build 
along life’s journey. 

Congratulations to 
each member of the Class 
of 2024 from Crittenden 
and surrounding coun-
ties. You have built many 
special memories and re-
lationships over the past 
13 years. Now go make 
the world a better place! 

 
Author Chris Clarke is a 

missionary and former 
music minister at Marion 
Baptist Church.
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Happy Trails

Yet memories will live on
TIME MARCHES ON – BUILDINGS COME DOWN

The Crittenden Press YouTube 
Channel has more coverage 

of the historic razing
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